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Charles Judson

From: Philip Raiswell <Philip.Raiswell@sportengland.org>

Sent: 09 April 2021 14:40

To: Charles Judson

Subject: 20200847 - Land West of Broomhill Lane, Reepham

Sport England ref: PA/20/E/BRD/55421 
 
Proposed residential development for 141 dwellings with associated open space, highway and landscaping 
works. Extension to existing Reepham cemetery 
 
I refer to the above application and to our previous representations dated 11 May 2020 and 16 February 
2021. 
 
 
Thank you for the additional information and amended sports pitch plans. The fact that the local authority 
has allocated the site for residential development does not mean that the proposal meets Sport England 
policy or para 97 of the NPPF. 
 
The proposal will result in the loss of 2.1 hectares of playing field, which is currently used for rugby, and the 
application is therefore considered with regard to our adopted playing fields policy. 
 
‘Sport England will oppose the granting of planning permission for any development which would lead to 
the loss of, or would prejudice the use of: 
  
• all or any part of a playing field, or 
• land which has been used as a playing field and remains undeveloped, or 
• land allocated for use as a playing field 
  
unless, in the judgement of Sport England, the development as a whole meets with one or more of five 
specific exceptions.’ 
 
The application is therefore assessed against these five exceptions: 
 
Exception E1 - there is no existing up to date playing pitch assessment for the area which indicates a 
surplus of playing fields in the catchment area. The playing pitch strategy for the GNDP area was carried 
out in 2014 and is therefore now out of date. 
 
 Exception E2 - the development does not relate to ancillary development to the principal use of the site as 
a playing field, such as changing rooms or storage buildings. 
 
Exception E3 - not applicable, as the land in question has been used for the siting of sports pitches within 
the last five years. 
 
 
Exception E4 - not applicable, as the proposal does not include replacement playing fields for those to be 
lost. 
 
Exception E5 - not applicable, as the proposal does not relate to a new indoor or outdoor sports facility. 
 
 
Sport England's continued position on this proposal is to object to this application, as it will result in the 
loss of 2.1 hectares of playing field, without meeting any of the exceptions identified in our playing fields 
policy. There is also concern that the loss of this playing field, added to further loss to accommodate a new 
sports hall, would result in the school having inadequate playing fields to meet its needs for outdoor sports 
pitches. 
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We would be prepared to reconsider our recommendation if the playing field to be lost is replaced by 
equivalent playing field, in accordance with exception 4. 
  
Should the local planning authority be minded to grant planning permission for the proposal, contrary to 
Sport England's objection, then in accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Consultation) 
(England) Direction 2009, the application must be referred to the Secretary of State, via the National 
Planning Casework Unit. 
  
I would be happy to discuss this further with the applicant and/or the local planning authority if necessary. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Philip Raiswell 
Planning Manager 
 
M: 07769 741165 
E: Philip.Raiswell@sportengland.org 
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